Frequently Asked Questions Answered

Dear Parents/Carers
We thought it might be useful to parents to provide some information around starting school. Please
find below a list of questions we are frequently asked by parents who have children starting school.
This is quite a comprehensive list and if you are an ‘old hand’ and have children already in school you
may already have this information.

•

What does my child need on their first day in school?

On the first day in school your child will need to bring their book bag, a named water bottle, a pair of
wellies to be left in school and a bag with spare clothes.
•

Who will be looking after my child?

The Foundation Stage staff will include Mrs Day, Miss Bottiglieri, Mrs Slough, Mrs Khan and Mrs
Cowley.
•

What time does school start?

The gate at the Foundation Stage entrance open at 8.45am each morning. It closes at 8.55am each
morning.
•

What time does the school day finish?

The school day finishes for Bumblebees and Dragonflies at 3pm.
•

What will my child do at school all day?

A typical school day would be
8.55am – take register
9 - 9.15am – Maths session
9.15 – 10.30 – Independent Learning/Guided Groups
10.30 - 10.45 – Play time
10.45 – 11.00 – Phonics
11-11.30 – Independent Learning/Guided Groups
11.30 – 11.45 – Story time and get ready for lunch.
11.45 – 1.00 – Lunch time
1 – 1.15 – Meditation/Literacy
1.15 – 2.30 – Independent Learning/Guided Groups
2.30 – 3.00 – PSHCE/Story/Ready for home.
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•

What about lunch times?

You can choose for your child to either bring a packed lunch to school or have a
school dinner. We ask that you provide a healthy packed lunch for your child if they bring one.
Please do not include sweets, chocolate or fizzy drinks. School dinners are free for all children up to
the end of Year 2. If your child has food allergies and is having a school dinner it is really important
that we are aware of these allergies.
•

Where do I drop off and collect my child?

We welcome our reception children through the green gate to the outdoor learning area. This gate
can be found by entering the school site through the staff car park, rather than the main entrance,
and walking along the path around the staff car park. Please drop your child at the gate each
morning. We like the children, as far as possible to walk into school by themselves.
Please collect your child each afternoon from the outdoor area of Foundation Stage. Please wait
outside your child’s classroom.

•

Can I send someone else to pick up my child?

We will ask all parents to complete a form that will detail who is authorised to pick your child up
from school. You can add others onto this list throughout the year. If you know that someone
else will pick your child up, please let a member of staff know on the gate in the morning when
you drop off.

•

What do I do if my child is late to school?

If you arrive at school after 8.55am please take your child to the school office which is
situated at the main entrance to the school. You will be asked to sign them in and give a
reason for their late arrival.
•

How can I report my child’s absence from school?

If your child is unwell and cannot attend school please telephone or Email the office to inform
them.
•

How can I prepare my child for school?

Please don’t worry about this. Please be guided by the information poster that we sent out in our
Welcome Pack.
•

Will they get a visit to school?

Yes, these will take place and you will be notified of the date and time of your child’s session.
•

How can I communicate with my child’s teacher?

There will always be a member of the team on the gate each morning. If it is just a quick message
this is a good time to catch someone. If you would like more time or privacy for your discussion,
please let the member of staff know and ask to see a teacher. We will then get back to you with a
date and time if we cannot see you after school on the same afternoon as your request.
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•

Which class will my child be in?

Classes will be decided from the information you, as parents have provided through your
questionnaire and the feedback from your child’s pre-school setting. We will notify you of this by
Friday 25th June, sooner if we can.

•

What should my child wear for Forest Fridays?

Each Friday we have our explore and discover day. The children use our forest area in school or
complete an activity in our outdoor learning space. We recommend that your child wears old
clothes, as we often get muddy and wet in the forest! This is a non-school uniform for us. We would
also ask that all clothing is appropriate to the weather, such as a hat and coat in winter and a
summer hat in warmer weather.
•

Does it matter that my child can’t write their name yet?

No, this is not a problem at all. If you would like to teach your child to write their name before they
arrive in school, we would ask that you use a capital letter to start and then lower case letters rather
than capitals.
•

Do I need to provide any drinks or snacks for my child?

We ask that children bring a bottle of water to school each day. We provide all children with access
to fruit throughout the day, so please do not provide any additional snacks.
•

Are there after school clubs?

There are a number of after school clubs available in school. Leaflets come out from the office
with details of these and how to sign your child up for these clubs.
I cannot stress strongly enough that we will do our upmost to ensure that the transition to
school is as smooth as possible.

Please contact our school office at office @jeavonswood.org if you have any concerns that have
not been covered above and we will get back to you as soon as we can.

Stay safe and well
Yours sincerely
The Foundation Team

